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At the May 2007 general meeting, the Education Committee invited MGs 
to speak for two minutes on a topic that interested them. The idea was to 
share our individual knowledge with others. Here is what one MG pre-
sented. Perhaps it will inspire your own short presentation when MGs 
are invited to make similar presentations at another meeting this winter.  
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Pollination is critical to plant and bee survivalðbut also to 

our survival as a species. Recent reports of bee deaths re-

mind us that honeybees are the new canaries of the coal 

mines and their fate presages our own. 

 

According to the Canadian Association of Professional 

Apiculturalists, last winter 29 percent of all Canadian hon-

eybees were lost, compared to previous national averages of 

just 15 percent. Here in BC, the figure was 23 percent. 

These losses potentially threaten not only honey production, 

but also Canadaôs $5 billion fruit and crop production in-

dustry which relies on bees for pollination.  

 

Agriculture and Agri-food Canada has estimated the value 

of honeybee pollination in Canada is more than $1 billion a 

year and represents 21 percent of the value of about 26 se-

lected crops. Some experts suggest that unusual weather 

patterns may have led to reduced production of late season 

honey on which the bees and their offspring subsist during 

the winter. Others suggest that mites, industrial farming 

practices, and the use of pesticides are damaging the health 

of honeybee populations. 

 

Bee keeping has become increasingly commercial. Colo-

nies of the Western honeybee or European honeybee (Apis 

mellifera) are hired out for pollination and are trucked from 

coast to coast (which may be a contributing factor in the 

spread of disabling viruses and mites). The price of hiring a 

bee colony for pollination has risen significantly over the 

past few years to the point where more money can be made 

renting pollinating colonies than by producing honey. 

Cheaper, imported honey from China and South America is 

driving down the price of locally produced honey and driv-

ing out local beekeepers. 

Dr. Margriet Dogterom in the Fraser Valley is one of the 

world experts on bumble bee and mason bee pollination..    

Her commercial company, Beediverse Products 

(www.beediverse.com), works to bring the native North 

American mason bee (Osmia lignaria) and its pollinating ef-

fectiveness to home gardeners and commercial growers. She 

advises that we may need to turn to orchard mason bees for 

pollination.  

 

ñMason bees are a great fit for home gardeners and owners of 

small orchards,ò said Dr. Dogterom. ñYou can start a mason 

bee colony in your garden by setting out nests and creating 

backyard habitats.ò 

 

You can purchase mason bees and mason bee homes at local 

nurseries and stores such as Wild Birds Unlimited. Said John 

Morton, who owns the Oak Street location in Vancouver: 

ñNative mason bees can help with pollination in the home gar-

den, especially with raspberries, blueberries, and fruit trees. 

When I moved into my home in east Vancouver in 1987, a 

cherry tree in the front yard would literally hum with honey-

bees.  Now Iôm lucky if I see 10 honeybees pollinating at any 

one time.ò 

 

Mason bees can improve pollination rates in the spring and 

throughout the summer. They may be an alternative to waning 

honeybee populations for home gardeners. 

          ðMargaret Walwyn 
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Well, the mad rush is over. The 

Master Clinic List has been 

mailed out to everyone and I 

have handed over responsibil-

ity to the Area Coordinators. 

Now I can relax and look for-

ward to a lovely spring and 

summer of visiting nurseries, 

working in my garden, and en-

joying the warm sunshine. But, oh, I just looked at 

my calendar and I have a clinic next weekend. I have 

to get organized well in advance so that I can catch 

those last few minutes of sleep in the morning before 

rushing off to the nursery. 

 
The A to Z of clinic planning  
What do I need to do? Have I contacted the other two 

volunteer Master Gardeners who will be doing the 

clinic with me? We need to talk about a lot of details. 

Have we decided who will bring the Royal Horticul-

tural Societyôs A to Z Encyclopedia of Garden 

Plants? It is such a heavy thing that there is no point 

in all of us bringing a copy, but somebody should 

bring one copy, if possible.  

 

What about the sign and a table display? Has the 

nursery been reminded that we are coming? Do they 

know how many of us to expect and will they have 

enough chairs? Do I have my books packed into my 

rolling case? Where are my Thermos and an extra 

sweater in case of cool weather? Will I need sun-

screen; do I still have some? Do I have stuff in the 

fridge to make a lunch and where is my water bottle? 

Have I told the family that I wonôt be home all day?  

 

At the clinic  
Okay! I made it, I am here and the nursery has set us 

up in a nice area where we are clearly visible to        

customers and have enough space for all of our 

books and table displays. I am glad I brought my 

cushion for the chair; it is one of those ones with 

slats that are not terribly comfy to sit on for extended 

periods. The other volunteer MGs seem nice; I think 

it is going to be a good day. Among us we decide 

that everyone will write down their own questions 

and the student will write his answers as well. We 

take turns touring the nursery to familiarize ourselves 

with the nursery stock in preparation for questions 

about what is available. We set up our ñGardening  

 

Questionsò sign and put some pamphlets out on the 

table. I have a Pink Sheet prepared and ready for 

completion at the end of the day.  

 

Itôs lunch time now and we have decided to just eat 

here at the table. We have been quite busy all morn-

ing; several gardeners have asked about what to plant 

in a particular spot and we have had a few questions 

that really required delving into our brains and 

searching our manuals. We had one man who wanted 

to get rid of the moss in his lawn. I think we con-

vinced him that it would do no good to dump chemi-

cals on it and he went away armed with information 

about lawn renovation and a little seed planted in his 

brain about the beauty of moss. People stop to look 

at our display of pamphlets and that gives us an op-

portunity to engage them in discussions about their 

gardening concerns.  

 

The afternoon goes by quickly, lots of questions and 

chatting about gardening and the environment and 

some time spent discussing kids and grandkids. We 

spell each other off at roaming about assisting gar-

deners with their plant selections and questions. 

 

Wow! It is already four oôclock; the day went by so 

fast. Before we pack up we complete the Pink Sheet 

and decide that I will take it in to VanDusen because 

I am going to be there tomorrow for a meeting. We 

answered 35 questions, the host was friendly and 

prepared for us and everything went well.  

 

Wasnôt that fun? 
On the way home I think about the day and how glad 

I am that I decided in 1997 to become a Volunteer 

Master Gardener. It has become such a big important 

part of my life. 

 

When I get home I make note of the date and hours 

spent at the clinic on my yellow Record of Volunteer 

Hours sheet that is stapled to the back page of my 

calendar. I know where it will be in October when I 

must submit it to Pat Taylor.  

 

Now, what has my dear husband prepared for our 

dinner? Oh, no, that is the dream ending for the day. 

I will just heat up a casserole from the freezer and 

then put my feet up, tired, but happy. 

         ̍ Diane Hartley, Overall Clinic Coordinator 

    

    A Day in the Life of a Master Gardener  
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Shynkaryk, Pat Taylor, and their group of volunteers swiftly 

moved everyone through registration; Janet Fraser was re-

sponsible for publicity, contacting wide and varied segments 

of the gardening community and preparing written thanks to 

the speakers; Lorraine Waring served as moderator for the 

panel discussion; Corinne Robinson and Jackie Morris as-

sembled the impressive silent auction and were also respon-

sible for the door prizes; Brian Campbell organized the com-

post sale and, with the help of Barry Roberts, sold 350 bags 

of Sea Soil between 7:45 and 8:15 am. An event of this size 

takes numerous people to make it successful and a big thank-

you goes out to all of the other helpers and volunteers who 

supported this event. 

 

The highly anticipated plant sale was organized and coordi-

nated by Joan Bentley, with the knowledgeable help of Lind-

say Macpherson.  Months in advance, they sought choice 

items for the sale, with many of the donated plants coming 

from membersô gardens, as well as from John Tuytel, a good 

friend and plant propagator who contributes each year.  Col-

leen Martin and Shelley Deglan delivered the plants by 7:00 

am, and Shirley Mulvenna, Joanne Tench, and Nigel Bun-

ning (who was also responsible for the stage floral display) 

arrived early for set up and then helped with sales throughout 

the day.   

 

I have yet to meet a gardener who is not always on the alert 

for a new plant to add to their collection. I was in the parking 

lot at around 8:30 am when my plant hunter instincts were 

aroused by a flat of plants being carried into the building by 

Doug Courtemanche. I spied about eight delicate and per-

fectly staked little plants that I was sure were about to 

find new homes before they even hit the plant tables in-

side.  

Cass Turnbull, one of the excellent speakers at this yearôs 

Master Gardener Update, has a theory that many gardeners 

were ñinoculatedò with the gardening gene as children; at 

some point in our lives it is bound to resurface. I lived with 

my grandmother as a child and can attest to the fact that my 

love of gardening began while I was digging in the soil be-

side her in the vegetable garden. Whatever it is that leads 

each of us to our passion for gardening, it is probably the 

same thing that draws us to membership in the Master Gar-

dener Association and the need to share and learn with our 

fellow gardeners and the gardening public. 

 

The Update provides an annual opportunity to meet with 

Master Gardeners from all over British Columbia. I moved 

from Vancouver to Vancouver Island last year and am now 

well aware that the volunteer work we do extends far be-

yond the Lower Mainland to include all parts of BC. 

 

I had the opportunity to volunteer on the day of the event this 

year, instead of just attending as I had in previous years. The 

first thing that struck me was the overwhelming amount of 

time and energy that goes into preparing for the day. Plans 

began in May 2006 for this yearôs Update, with Barbara 

Bowers taking on the job of chair. She was instrumental in 

securing the engaging and informative speakers we enjoyed 

and also ensured that everything went smoothly from early 

in the morning until the last presenter left the stage. 

 

Barbara had many wonderful people who helped to make 

the day memorable and whose spirit of commitment and 

volunteerism is to be commended: Susan Lazar coordinated 

the garden market vendors and ensured all the table setups 

for the venue were in place; Lynne Chrismas emceed the 

event and provided education materials and printing; Kathy 

Spring Inoculation  
An Overview of this Yearôs Update  

continued on page 4 

   Photos: Donna Guilleman 
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Michael Ablemanðorganic farmer, author, photog-

rapher, and resident of Saltspring Islandðspoke pas-

sionately about the ñprofound connection between 

human health and the health of the soil.ò In response 

to his introduction by Derry Walsh, Michael reflected 

characteristic humour when he referred to the ages of 

his sons, five and twenty-five, as his own version of 

long-term crop rotation. Sensitive to his audience of 

Master Gardeners, Michael told 

us that the agrarian concepts he 

espouses for large farm plots 

are completely workable in 

smaller gardens. 

 

The title of Ablemanôs latest 

book, Fields of Plenty: A 

Farmerôs Journey in Search of 

Real Food and the People Who 

Grow It, reflects his philosophy 

of sustainable agriculture. Es-

sentially, said Michael, we must 

find our way back to respecting 

the Earth and the people who 

farm it. After farming the same 

land for 25 years in Southern 

California, Ableman had to 

raise not only a million dollars but also community 

consciousness to preserve Fairview Gardens. He suc-

ceeded, but eventually the internal struggles of farm-

ing in a suburban environment became a burden. So 

the Ableman family moved to an historic 120-acre 

farm on Saltspring, with an original log house and 

outbuildings. Foxglove Farm sits in the heart of the 

Islandôs watershed surrounded by pastures, creeks, 

and forest. 

 

Ableman believes that a movement is afoot to rede-

fine the food system, challenging the corporate con-

trol of the kitchen so that personal, social, and envi-

ronmental health are no longer a casualty of eating. 

Collectively we need to ask many questions: How do 

we attract young people to farm-

ing? What will it mean to be a 

farmer in coming years? How do 

we begin to farm or garden within 

the ecological limitations of where 

we farm (water, climate change, 

fuel)? How do we survive and 

thrive financially while helping to 

assure that everyone has access to 

fresh food?  

 

As an articulate advocate of a new 

agrarian movement, Ableman was 

inspired by the clarity of Goetheôs 

famous quote, ñWhatever you can 

do or dream you can, begin it. 

Boldness has genius, power and 

magic in it.ò Michael Ableman has 

indeed dreamed boldly and powerfully, believing that 

ñThe ecology of the tiniest soil organism is inextrica-

bly tied to the whole field, to the farm as a whole, to 

the well being of the surrounding community and to 

the world.ò His down-to-earth presentation resonated 

well with Master Gardeners attending this yearôs  

Update.                                                ðJanet Fraser 

Michael Ablemanôs Quiet Revolution 
A Journey to the New Frontiers of Agriculture  

Spring Inoculation ðñA Booster Shot for the Upcoming Gardening Seasonò 

continued from page 3 

I resisted the urge to follow him in and, sure enough, a 

few minutes later a couple emerged, each holding one of 

the plants. I inquired as to what they were and they 

proudly told me they were tree lupins. As I admired 

them, the couple gave me a plaintive look and said they 

were pretty sure they were all gone. Plant addiction is a 

hard thing to explain to someone who doesnôt suffer from 

it and to my knowledge there is no cure. 

 

Over the course of the day, I witnessed numerous plants 

head out the door to new homes; I saw old friends em-

brace and catch up on family and (of course) gardens; 

and we all heard exceptional speakers educate, inform, 

and humour us with their particular gardening expertise. 

 

We may have all been inoculated into gardening in the 

past by whatever means, but we can credit the Update 

with giving us the yearly ñbooster shotò we need to go 

out and create another rewarding and memorable garden-

ing season.                 

            ðJanet Sawatsky 

Michael Ableman signs books after his 
presentation 


