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Bee Deaths a Problem for Pollination

At the May 2007 general meeting, the Education Committee invited MGs
to speak for two minutes on a topic that interested them. The idea was to

share our individual knowledge with others. Here is what one MG pre-
sented. Perhaps it will inspire your own short presentation when MGs

are invited to make similar presentations at another meeting this winter.

Pollination is critical to plant and bee sundvdiut also to Dr. Margriet Dogterom in the Fraser Valley is one of the

our survival as a species. Recent reports of bee deathsvarld experts on bumble bee and mason bee pollination..

mind us that honeybees are the new canaries of the ¢éad commercial company, Beediverse Products

mines and their fate presages our own. (www.beediverse.comworks to bring the native North
American mason be©¢mia lignarig and its pollinating ef-

According to the Canadian Association of Professiorfactiveness to home gardeners and commercial grdgless.

Apiculturalists, last winter 29 percent of all Canadian hoagvises that we may need to turn to orchard mason bees for

eybees were lost, compared to previous national averaggatiination.

just 15 percent. Here in BC, the figure was 23 percent.

These losses potentially threaten not only honey productiinMa s on bees are a great fit

but also Canadads $5 bibkbmabh broharaéasdo csaipd pDrodut

dustry which relies on bees for pollination. bee colony in your garden by setting out nests and creating
backyard habitats 0

Agriculture and Agrfood Canada has estimated the value

of honeybee pollination in Canada is more than $1 billionYau can purchase mason bees and mason bee homes at loca

year and represents 21 percent of the value of about 26seseries and stores such as Wild Birds Unlimited. Said John

lected crops. Some experts suggest that unusual wediherton, who owns the Oak Street location in Vancouver:

patterns may have led to reduced production of late seaBdNat i ve mason bees can hel p

honey on which the bees and their offspring subsist duriten, especially with raspberries, blueberries, and fruit trees.

the winter. Others suggest that mites, industrial farmiMyhen | moved into my home in east Vancouver in 1987, a

practices, and the use of pesticides are damaging the hedlénry tree in the front yard would literally hum with honey-

of honeybee populations. bees. Now I dm lucky i f | s
one time. o

Bee keeping has become increasingly commercial. Colo-

nies of the Western honeybee or European honefpiee (Mason bees can improve pollination rates in the spring and

melliferg) are hired out for pollination and are trucked frorthroughout the summer. They may be an alternative to waning

coast to coast (which may be a contributing factor in theneybee populations for home gardeners.

spread of disabling viruses and mites). The price of hiring a 0 Margaret Walwy n

bee colony for pollination has risen significantly over the In this issue

past few years to the point where more money can be made—— he Life of an.M

renting pollinating colonies than by producing honey.ADay int eL_'eO an MG

Cheaper, imported honey from China and South America i¢/Pdate Overview

driving down the price of locally produced honey and driy- Moths in the Night Garden

ing out local beekeepers. Letter from the Chair
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A Day in the Life of a Master Gardener

Well, the mad rush isover. The Questi onso sign and put
Master Clinic List has been table. | have a Pink Sheet prepared and ready for
mailed out to everyone and | completion at the end of the day.

have handed over responsibil-

ity to the Area Coordinators. | t 6s |l unch time now and
Now | can relax and look for- here at the table. We have been quite busy all morn-
ward to a lovely spring and ing; several gardeners have asked about what to plant
summer of visiting nurseries, in a particular spot and we have had a few questions
working in my garden, and en- that really required delving into our brains and
joying the warm sunshine. But, oh, | just looked atsearching our manuals. We had one man who wanted
my calendar and | have a clinic next weekend. | hav#o get rid of the moss in his lawn. | think we con-

to get organized well in advance so that | can catckinced him that it would do no good to dump chemi-
those last few minutes of sleep in the morning beforeals on it and he went away armed with information

rushing off to the nursery. about lawn renovation and a little seed planted in his
brain about the beauty of moss. People stop to look
The A to Z of clinic planning at our display of pamphlets and that gives us an op-

What do | need to do? Have | contacted the other twportunity to engage them in discussions about their
volunteer Master Gardeners who will be doing thegardening concerns.

clinic with me? We need to talk about a lot of details.

Have we decided who will bring the Royal Horticul- The afternoon goes by quickly, lots of questions and
tur al SAo to iZeBngydopedia of Garden chatting about gardening and the environment and
Plant? It is such a heavy thing that there is no poinsome time spent discussing kids and grandkids. We
in all of us bringing a copy, but somebody shouldspell each other off at roaming about assisting gar-
bring one copy, if possible. deners with their plant selections and questions.

What about the sign and a table display? Has thé&/o w! I't i s already four ¢
nursery been reminded that we are coming? Do thefast. Before we pack up we complete the Pink Sheet
know how many of us to expect and will they haveand decide that | will take it in to VanDusen because
enough chairs? Do | have my books packed into myam going to be there tomorrow for a meeting. We
rolling case? Where are my Thermos and an extranswered 35 questions, the host was friendly and
sweater in case of cool weather? Will | need sunprepared for us and everything went well.

screen; do | still have some? Do | have stuff in the

fridge to make a lunch and where is my water bottle®a s ndét t hat fun?

Have | told the family ©Ohthetwayhomed thibktabobt éhe day andhova dlad
| am that | decided in 1997 to become a Volunteer
At the clinic Master Gardener. It has become such a big important

Okay! | made it, | am here and the nursery has set ysart of my life.

up in a nice area where we are clearly visible to

customers and have enough space for all of ouwhen | get home | make note of the date and hours
books and table displays. | am glad | brought myspent at the clinic on my yellow Record of Volunteer
cushion for the chair; it is one of those ones withHours sheet that is stapled to the back page of my
slats that are not terribly comfy to sit on for extendedtalendar. | know where it will be in October when |
periods. The other volunteer MGs seem nice; | thinknust submit it to Pat Taylor.

it is going to be a good day. Among us we decide

that everyone will write down their own questionsNow, what has my dear husband prepared for our
and the student will write his answers as well. Wedinner? Oh, no, that is the dream ending for the day.
take turns touring the nursery to familiarize ourselves will just heat up a casserole from the freezer and
with the nursery stock in preparation for questionghen put my feet up, tired, but happy.

about wha't is available. 'Wei asneet Hap tbey, nGaedahl
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Spring Inoculation
An Overview of this Year 06

Cass Turnbul |, one of t h&hynlarykcPatlTayler,rand theirgreup &f eolurgeersasiviftly t
Master Gardener Update, has a theory that many gardenersved everyone through registration; Janet Fraser was re-
were fAinocul atedo with t ¢$pensiblg wrpubleiy, contactivgyeandearied segmentsi |
some point in our lives it is bound to resurface. | lived withof the gardening community and preparing written thanks to
my grandmother as a child and can attest to the fact that ring speakers; Lorraine Waring served as moderator for the
love of gardening began while | was digging in the soil bepanel discussion; Corinne Robinson and Jackie Morris as-
side her in the vegetable garden. Whatever it is that leagdembled the impressive silent auction and were also respon-
each of us to our passion for gardening, it is probably trable for the door prizes; Brian Campbell organized the com-
same thing that draws us to membership in the Master Gaiest sale and, with the help of Barry Roberts, sold 350 bags
dener Association and the need to share and learn with @frSea Soil between 7:45 and 8:15 am. An event of this size
fellow gardeners and the gardening public. takes numerous people to make it successful and a big thank
you goes out to all of the other helpers and volunteers who
The Update provides an annual opportunity to meet witeupported this event.
Master Gardeners from all over British Columbia. | moved
from Vancouver to Vancouver Island last year and am nowhe highly anticipated plant sale was organized and coordi-
well aware that the volunteer work we do extends far bexated by Joan Bentley, with the knowledgeable help of Lind-

yond the Lower Mainland to include all parts of BC. say Macpherson. Months in advance, they sought choice
items for the sale, with many of the donated plants coming
| had the opportunity to volunteer on the day of the eventthisr om me mber sd gardens, as

year, instead of just attending as | had in previous years. Tiend and plant propagator who contributes each year. Col-
first thing that struck me was the overwhelming amount deen Martin and Shelley Deglan delivered the plants by 7:00
time and energy that goes into preparing for the day. Plaam, and Shirley Mulvenna, Joanne Tench, and Nigel Bun-
began in May 2006 f or t mings(whyveasalsd respohsiplel far the stageiiarat display a
Bowers taking on the job of chair. She was instrumental iarrived early for set up and then helped with sales throughout
securing the engaging and informative speakers we enjoytie day.
and also ensured that everything went smoothly from early
in the morning until the last presenter left the stage. | have yet to meet a gardener who is not always on the alert
for a new plant to add to their collection. | was in the parking
Barbara had many wonderful people who helped to maket at around 8:30 am when my plant hunter instincts were
the day memorable and whose spirit of commitment anaroused by a flat of plants being carried into the building by
volunteerism is to be commended: Susan Lazar coordinatBibug Courtemanche. | spied about eight delicate and per-
the garden market vendors and ensured all the table setfgstly staked little plants that | was sure were about to
for the venue were in place; Lynne Chrismas emceed tfiead new homes before they even hit the plant tables in-
event and provided education materials and printing; Kathside. continued on page 4

Photos: Donna Guilleman
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Mi chael Abl emanodos Qui et
A Journey to the New Frontiers of Agriculture

Michael Ablemad organic farmer, author, photog-| sl anddés watershed surrol
rapher, and resident of Saltspring Isldrgpoke pas- and forest.

sionately about the fAprofound connection bet wee
human health and t he heAblemdn baidvesthhte mevemeht is@foadt to redee <
to his introduction by Derry Walsh, Michael reflectedfine the food system, challenging the corporate con-
characteristic humour when he referred to the ages tbl of the kitchen so that personal, social, and envi-
his sons, five and twentijve, as his own version of ronmental health are no longer a casualty of eating.
long-term crop rotation. Sensitive to his audience ofCollectively we need to ask many questions: How do

Master Gardeners, Michael told we attract young people to farm-
us that the agrarian concepts he ing? What will it mean to be a
espouses for large farm plots farmer in coming years? How do
are completely workable in we begin to farm or garden within
smaller gardens. the ecological limitations of where

we farm (water, climate change,
The title of Abl emanés | at estfuel)? How do we survive and
book, Fields of Plenty A thrive financially while helping to
Farmer s Journey in Search of assure that everyone has access to
Real Food and the People Who fresh food?
Grow lt, reflects his philosophy
of sustainable agriculture. Es- As an articulate advocate of a new
sentially, said Michael, we must agrarian movement, Ableman was
find our way back to respecting inspired by the ¢
the Earth and the people who famous quot e, i Wh
farm it. After farming the sameMichael Ableman signs books after his do or dream you can, begin it.
land for 25 years in Southerrpresentation Boldness has genius, power and
California, Ableman had to magic in it.o Mictl

raise not only a million dollars but also communityindeed dreamed boldly and powerfully, believing that
consciousness to preserve Fairview Gardens. Hesut-The ecol ogy of the tinie
ceeded, but eventually the internal struggles of farmbly tied to the whole field, to the farm as a whole, to
ing in a suburban environment became a burden. Sbe well being of the surrounding community and to
the Ableman family moved to an historic 286re t he wo r | d-to@artidpresentdtionresonated
farm on Saltspring, with an original log house andve | | wi t h Master Gardene
outbuildings. Foxglove Farm sits in the heart of théJpdate. 0 Janet Frase

Spring Inoculaton 6 " A Booster Shot for the Upcomi

continued from page 3 o head out the door to new homes; | saw old friends em-

I reS|s_ted the urge to follow him in and, sure e_nough, Brace and catch up on family and (of course) gardens;
few minutes later a couple emerged, each holding one ghq we all heard exceptional speakers educate, inform,
the plants. | inquired as to what they were and theynd humour us with their particular gardening expertise.
proudly told me they were tree lupins. As | admired

them, the couple gave me a plaintive look and said the)je may have all been inoculated into gardening in the
were pretty sure they were all gone. Plant addiction is gyst by whatever means, but we can credit the Update
hard thing to explain toyijsiofneg@ingj WHoudoenBOtyenlfly

it and to my knowledge there is no cure. out and create another rewarding and memorable garden-
) ing season.
Over the course of the day, | withessed numerous plants 8 Janet Sawatsky
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