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At the May 2007 general meeting, the Education Committee invited MGs 
to speak for two minutes on a topic that interested them. The idea was to 
share our individual knowledge with others. Here is what one MG pre-
sented. Perhaps it will inspire your own short presentation when MGs 
are invited to make similar presentations at another meeting this winter.  
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Pollination is critical to plant and bee survivalðbut also to 

our survival as a species. Recent reports of bee deaths re-

mind us that honeybees are the new canaries of the coal 

mines and their fate presages our own. 

 

According to the Canadian Association of Professional 

Apiculturalists, last winter 29 percent of all Canadian hon-

eybees were lost, compared to previous national averages of 

just 15 percent. Here in BC, the figure was 23 percent. 

These losses potentially threaten not only honey production, 

but also Canadaôs $5 billion fruit and crop production in-

dustry which relies on bees for pollination.  

 

Agriculture and Agri-food Canada has estimated the value 

of honeybee pollination in Canada is more than $1 billion a 

year and represents 21 percent of the value of about 26 se-

lected crops. Some experts suggest that unusual weather 

patterns may have led to reduced production of late season 

honey on which the bees and their offspring subsist during 

the winter. Others suggest that mites, industrial farming 

practices, and the use of pesticides are damaging the health 

of honeybee populations. 

 

Bee keeping has become increasingly commercial. Colo-

nies of the Western honeybee or European honeybee (Apis 

mellifera) are hired out for pollination and are trucked from 

coast to coast (which may be a contributing factor in the 

spread of disabling viruses and mites). The price of hiring a 

bee colony for pollination has risen significantly over the 

past few years to the point where more money can be made 

renting pollinating colonies than by producing honey. 

Cheaper, imported honey from China and South America is 

driving down the price of locally produced honey and driv-

ing out local beekeepers. 

Dr. Margriet Dogterom in the Fraser Valley is one of the 

world experts on bumble bee and mason bee pollination..    

Her commercial company, Beediverse Products 

(www.beediverse.com), works to bring the native North 

American mason bee (Osmia lignaria) and its pollinating ef-

fectiveness to home gardeners and commercial growers. She 

advises that we may need to turn to orchard mason bees for 

pollination.  

 

ñMason bees are a great fit for home gardeners and owners of 

small orchards,ò said Dr. Dogterom. ñYou can start a mason 

bee colony in your garden by setting out nests and creating 

backyard habitats.ò 

 

You can purchase mason bees and mason bee homes at local 

nurseries and stores such as Wild Birds Unlimited. Said John 

Morton, who owns the Oak Street location in Vancouver: 

ñNative mason bees can help with pollination in the home gar-

den, especially with raspberries, blueberries, and fruit trees. 

When I moved into my home in east Vancouver in 1987, a 

cherry tree in the front yard would literally hum with honey-

bees.  Now Iôm lucky if I see 10 honeybees pollinating at any 

one time.ò 

 

Mason bees can improve pollination rates in the spring and 

throughout the summer. They may be an alternative to waning 

honeybee populations for home gardeners. 

          �² Margaret Walwyn 


