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Sunshine Coast to Boast New Botanical Garden  
A report from the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden Society 

 

Volume 20,  No. 4 December 2007 www.bcmastergardeners.org 

A world-class botanical garden on the Sunshine 
Coastðthat was the dream five years ago when two 
Master Gardeners and several other visionaries got 
together to form the Sunshine Coast Botanical Gar-
den Society. Incorporated as a non-profit society on 
July 8, 2002, the first board of directors included 
Glenn Lewis, Harry Hill, Paddy Wales, Amanda Of-
fers, Karin Tigges, Beverley Merryfield (MG), and 
Verity Goodier (MG). Since that time we have 
searched and searched for the perfect site for the 
gardenðwhich is no mean feat, considering the 
myriad possibilities and habitats present on this wa-
ter-access-only peninsula. The exact location of the 
garden is still in the works but will be announced in 
the near future, and that will be an exciting day in-
deed. 

While working to secure a site, the Sunshine Coast 
Botanical Garden Society has been active in pro-
gramming. It annually sponsors horticultural lec-
tures (Daniel J. Hinkley will speak on Valentineôs 
Day). It also hosts educational workshops, pro-
duces a bimonthly newsletter (available for viewing 
on our website), holds biannual plant sales, has 
planted two demonstration gardens in Sechelt, and 
maintains a website. 

The Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden will be 
a hybrid garden, diversified among a variety 
of elements, including display, education, research, 
conservation, and preservationðanalogous to 
museums because, in effect, botanical gardens 
are living museums. The plant collection focus of 
the main gardens will be on plants from temperate 
climate zones of the worldðWestern Europe; 
Southern Chile; Tasmania; the southeastern tip of 
Australia; Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and Dra-
kensbergs of South Africa; New Zealand; Japan; 
and some areas in Southeast Chinaðin order to 
demonstrate the variety of species that can be 
grown in our own temperate climate here on the 
West Coast. Other elements will include an ethno-

botanical garden that emphasizes plants used by 
our local First Nations peoples, a physic garden of 
medicinal plants, and a tea garden. Naturally, we 
will showcase our magnificent temperate rainforest, 
perhaps in a satellite garden located away from the 
main site. Conservation, recycling, and organic 
practices will be important themes as we strive to 
build an exemplary model of sustainable horticulture. 
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